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MINUTES OF TOSTOCK PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING MEETING HELD  
IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 1st SEPTEMBER 2014 

 
PRESENT: Cllrs P Herbert (Vice Chairman), Mrs V Kemball, Mrs S Nice, A Scully,  

2 villagers 
 

APOLOGIES    Cllrs Ms S Waitkins & M O’Reilly    
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  - None 
 
DISPENSATIONS - None 
 
PLANNING 
The following application was received  from MSDC:- 
 
1309/14 Meadow House, Flatts Lane: Erection of a one and a half storey dwelling 
 
Councillors discussed and agreed the following points should be made:- 
 
The height of the build at 6.8 metres was too high especially given that the height from ground 
level would be higher.  
 
The build would be highly visible from the centre of the village and the neighbouring houses 
including those that face onto The Green would be over looked as they are substantially smaller 
and at a lower ground level.  This would not be such an issue if no trees were to be removed.  
 
Some photos of the trees in winter without their foliage were circulated to demonstrate the 
significance of the previously built houses at Meadow House and the effect that might be had on 
the view from the centre of the village. 
 
Contact with over 40 villagers and visitors to the village all expressed their concerns about the 
removal of any trees from the site and surrounding area and the effect on the appearance of the 
village when viewed from the heart of the village (The Green), particularly given that this is a 
conservation area. 
 
 It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the Parish Council should make applications for tree 
preservation orders to be placed on all the trees in the area at issue. 
 
The issue of the ‘to be sold’ land was discussed as this would leave a corridor of potentially 
unmanaged land and could harbour vermin.  This had been an issue already due to the mess left by 
one of the applicants following their previous builds.  
 
All councillors agreed that this applicant had in the past proved to be unreliable in terms of 
fulfilling his promises and obligations.  The proposed site had been left in such a bad state that rats 
now affected neighbouring properties.   Neighbours also had to push to complete work promised 
on the drive and then failed to complete as agreed. The mess has been left in this state for over 4 
years despite complaints. 
 
All councillors expressed concern over the issue of traffic that a 4/5 bedroomed house would 
potentially bring to an already dangerous junction.  The junction of Flatts Lane and Church 
Road/The Green was already a concern that has been highlighted by the Parish Plan. Any increase 
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in traffic would be detrimental to the safety of both drivers and pedestrians particularly given the 
location of the bus stops and the pedestrian entrance of the pub. 
 
A question was raised regarding disposal of sewage both clean water and dirty water as well as run 
off.  Following the meeting Highways regarding the extent of flooding that has occurred especially 
around the junction with Flatts Lane, it seemed to be apparent that the state and capacity of 
Tostock’s drainage system seemed to be unknown. This suggests that this matter ought to be 
cleared up before further building creates more run off and puts any further strain on the system. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Kemball and seconded by Cllr Nice that the present application be refused 
given the above reasons and the fact that it has been made on the basis that the proposed site was 
amenity land which it clearly was not.  It was also recommended that an enforcement order should 
be placed on the site and cleared before any further application was made. All in favour of this 
proposal. 
 
Additionally Cllr Herbert proposed that an application for a smaller 2/3 bedroomed single storey 
bungalow might be acceptable, seconded by Cllr Scully.  This would not require removal of any 
trees and incorporated all the available land to ensure management of the land and trees in the sale.   
It was also considered that this would not bring as much traffic through the junction (Flatts 
Lane/Church Road/The Green); would not affect the view from the centre of the village or 
overlook neighbouring properties; make someone answerable regarding the vermin; protect the 
trees and go some way to fulfil the request for smaller 2/3 bedroomed houses which had been 
raised by the Parish Plan. All in favour.  
 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 
17th September 2014. 
 
There being no further business the Vice Chairman closed the meeting at 8.05 p.m. 
 
 
 
Signature…………………………………………….. 


